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“July 19th.— (Sketch of daily life at tne age 01 one year.) 
He wakes about four a. m., is nursed, washed, dressed, and either 
drives out with us to B. Ghat and there gets into his wicker 
cart for his morning exercise, or if damp and rainy he plays 
in the south room till about 7-30 a.m., when he is taken 
upstairs and plays with his toys, under the Durnan’s care, till 
nearly eight. Then he is bathed in warm water, and is fed 
immediately after. . . . He is quite happy after his breakfast, 
and amuses himself about the room till nine, when I go down 
to family prayer, and he plays in the adjoining room. Our 
breakfast follows, during which he crawls about the room, 
shouting or chasing a toy, &c. . . . About ten he easily drops 
asleep, as the ayah sings to him in her arms. He generally 
wakes after twelve, and, after a cold wash, while seated on his 
cane moreh (stool) he enjoys more play, and at one p.m. 
looks out or calls for ‘ Mama.’ I nurse him then. . . . From 
two to four he plays. . . . About four he gets fractious and 
geneially has another little nap, and his second artificial 
meal at five. He is soon after washed and dressed, and we 
drive out by six. He again goes in his little carriage along the 
promenade, when he enjoys throwing out his pillow for the 
f ya pi°k U P> and calls out to objects he passes, or shouts 

o children or people as if calling them He seems 

n genera a very happy disposition, and often very quietly 
V?’ yet e en j°ys fun , and is very lively when his papa teases 
arm’ ^ u S< f van t s P la y full y try to wrest him from our 
„ S * ° ° n ^ Cr * es ^ hurt, hungry, or given from his 
I have „ : °. ^ e , servants > or if] put to sleep against his will. . . . 
his first-* 11111 6 i, t0 n ° te t ^ lat a ^ ew da y s before baby completed 
one • in ° CUt & second lower tooth and a third upper 
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was 


July 20th.— I was to-day called to witness a 
.... indeed surprised to see our dear little one crawl Ci 
unaided) from the second to the third story of our lofty We 
When he reached the landing-place he crawled about fast 
with delight at his own new achievement. 

“August 7th.— He to-day for the first time attempted to 
walk downstairs alone, and managed it admirably, shifting 
his hands most adroitly along the rails as he descended each 
step. He walks now easily and sturdily when one hand is 
held, and if his dress be lightly held behind he will walk 
alone, but if this gentle hold on him be removed he sits down 
at once from a fear of falling .... 

“August 10th and nth. — He has been strangely fractious 

and wayward and wilful, so unlike his happy little self. The 
sixth tooth is pressing through. ... He seems to have great 
sense for one so young, and shows it in understanding many 
little things which occur, which he seems to think about and 
examine, and then form some satisfactory conclusion on 
them. He shows no signs of being more than an ordinary 
child save that he observes acutely and seems to think over 
and examine into new things— thus he traced the ringing of 
a bell to the tongue within it, and on seeing us do anything 
new he tries to watch the process and imitate it 

“ August 19th.— Yesterday he was very hungry and no food 
ready, so I went to the top of the stairs and called the beaier 
and explained to baby, 4 the milk was downstairs and the 
bearer would bring it.’ He quite understood and was very 
patient till it came. To-day the ayah gave him some article 
to give to me, and on being told ‘to give the shoes to ama, 
he at once complied. This he understood some wee 's a & o. 

“ August 25th. — (After showing dislike to a new nurse.) It 
has been a very marked trait in his character Iron. early 
infancy to form decided opinions on countenances, an 
very sociable with most people seems t of orm ^ ^ 

strong prejudices to others. At six very dismal 

a new Portuguese ayah (who c€ * tal " y it was amusing 
face) that we parted from her in a few y ence t0 -day. 
to remark his immediate delight at. ■ babv beckoned to 
While he talked to my husband on ousiness, ^ ent j on> but in 
him and salaamed and shouted to win " ^ not ice of him, 
vain. For a few moments Mr- 1 • 100 
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, j u: m his hat and gloves, but he was intent on the 

V /S and “to above him When Mr. P. left, b > 

cried after him, and on my taking him to Che stairs he called 
Z eagerly, 'on, on,' but on Mr. P. d.sappeanng he cried 
honelesslv till I diverted his attention. Mr. C. called the day 
before yesterday, but baby showed no such preference for him. 

„ Sept . 5 th.— Our dear child may be said to have begun 
walking to-day, for he went across the room without 
assistance, and that several times during the day. 

“Sept. 6th.— He enjoys prolonging his walking trips 
to-day, and tuns along so last, so eagerly and so merrily, that 
he falls at last on his hands quite unable to sustain his 
balance beyond a minute or two. His joy at the acquisition of 

this new power is very delightful to witness 

“ Sept. 15th. — We spent this day at Cossipore, with Mrs, N., 
and I was glad to find baby liked the society of her two 
children, and was very happy with them all day. He has 
had no companionship with others, and I rather apprehended 
he might be selfish and exclusive in his amusements, as most 

only children are, but as yet this is not the case 

“ To-day he was taken too suddenly into another room to 
sleep, and resisted strongly. 1 laid him on my lap, but he 
continued wayward, and I was impatient in my manner 
towards him, when he was so hurt that he burst into tears 
and sobbed piteously. . . . Knowing he was more distressed 
than angry, I kissed him and played with him, which soon 
ispelled his tears and he lay dow T n quietly to sleep ; but 
something disturbed him and he began again to sit up, so 1 
ec ‘dedl), Now' Mama will go away.’ A brief cry 
0 owe , and then all was quiet and he was soon asleep. I 

tion °H t ' S aS a °f epitome of his general disposi- 
whpn nr 6 18 ^ no means sensitive or easily offended, but 

when convmccd that we mean to be harsh, his spirit is quite 

partake at ^^belmed with sorrow. His grief does not 
to be hann ° teni P er ’ an d he can be easily won out of it 

naughty, and vre dedd“ed d Tj"' ^ ' S ^ 

soon makes n- . d and ^ rm ln opposition, he very 

Lately he ha?„f, 1S m " ld to >' ield ‘he point at issue. • • • 
enjoyed re P eated ‘Papa’ and ‘ Mama,’ as if he 

“ Nov. oTA e , W ° rds 0ver a " d ^er again. 

nce ast entr y about six weeks ago, Jamie s 
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mind has developed much. Now he learns the name of a 
new object with facility, and remembers it generally, though 
he cannot utter it ; and also in Hindostanee the names for a 
cow, hat, parasol .... He understands much of what is 
said to him or in his hearing, or at least guesses the chief 
subject in a sentence. I hus, when I lately told the bearer to 
brush his hair, he took hold of his curls and looked signifi- 
cantly at me. . . . Just before we left home on Oct. 18th, 
he began to get rather fractious from the irritation of two 

first double teeth One day, when he had gone on 

fretting and no entreaties or commands would prevail on him 
to be quiet, 1 patted him and left him on the bed ; he cried 
hard, but, on my asking if he were good, readily stood up to 
be lifted off the bed, but continued fretting. I again vainly 
expostulated and then laid him down. After a while he was 
quiet and I released him, but on my asking a kiss he would 
not give me one. 1 feared further trial of his spirit, and so 
let him run away. But I felt sad that my dear boy should 
indulge a spirit of resentment, and 1 thought it wrong to let 
him forget in play this late battle, while he was unreconciled 
to me. So after a little reflection I went to him and said, 
‘ Baby is not good ; he has not kissed Mama.’ He tried to 
divert me by chatting merrily in his own style, and I saw he 
was trying to look bold. I said to the servants, ‘Do not 
play with Baby, he is not good,’ and then I went and sat 
with Paul (the bearer; to hear him read the Bible. Presently 
Baby came and tried to attract my attention by pointing, 
laughing, &c. I looked grave. He ran away and came with 
some pieces of a broken vessel, which he put into my hand. 
I would not take them. He turned the palm of my hand 
upwards and laid the pieces on it and went away. Again 
he came with other pieces, and was less mirthful in his 
manner, and looked grave and doubtful. Paul said to him, 
Kiss Mama.’ A moment the dear child’s face looked rigid, 
as if these words were stirring up his pride. I drew him to 
me, and asked him if he would kiss me. He did so imme- 
diately, and at once his manner altered — he threw himself 
backwards on my lap and seemed to enjoy the sense of 
happiness afresh. His joy became genuine instead of an 
assumed gaiety, and he soon entered with heart into his 
1 Ue plays. I must own I was much touched and surprised 

V0L * vii.— NO. 1. E 
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bv this incident. I did not think at 15 months old the power 
of conscience could have been so strong. It was quite pl ain 
that this infant was conscious of having done wrong, Was 
uneasy at it— could not confess his error from the struggle 
of pride, but continued unhappy till he had gained a victory 
over it, and the moment he had done right he was hapfiy / 
“1848. J an. nth. — He has lately begun to connect words 
and has learned lately ‘ Auntie,' ‘Jessie.' These he learned 
as soon as they were suggested to him, and his pleasure was 

exquisite at being able to utter them 

“Feb. 1 st— Jamie continues to make strong efforts to con- 
verse with us by looks, gestures, and an eager utterance of 
various sounds, as if he were talking to us Iam often 


led to the bookshelf to show him a picture book. I adopted 
the plan of showing him one painting only each day. While 
looking for a new picture he gets into such a happily excited 
state, and gives a shrill chuckle, showing his tiny teeth so 
sweetly. He knows all the parts of an animal, and points 

also to trees, flowers, water, a man, a hat, a boat, See 

He is shy or would speak more, for I find on occasions of 
haste or being taken by surprise he utters words he had 


never before uttered, and on being asked to repeat them he 

will not do so I wish to notice some symptoms of 

timidity which have distressed me He has turned pale 

on seeing a cat run through the room .... though very 
curious to look at it. Again, a pig of Mr. B.’s strayed over 
eie a evv ays ago, and on being captured it squealed and 

trernHl f ^ J airde was in much alarm, and even 

mssimr r ° m ^ rvousness , yet he longed to watch what was 
a new w* 1 e rr ? et a ca ^ m our evening walk, and being 
to examined ^ hlm ’ * Saw tke struggle between a desire 
he Groked ‘ a ~ Yet, when bidden, 

alarmed him c ‘ ni g ht we had a thunderstorm, which 

doleful face ‘Mai’ GaCh dap he would sa y> with a 
long solemn tone ‘ ma > l Ia -ma, oouh,’ which he repeated in a; 
and cheerfully ‘ The u • l ° dlvert his mind, or said, simply 
so tired and excited* 5 th ^ Speakin £-' A t length he seemed 
two minutes after T f We sent kim to ^ed. In about 

“ March 1 7th _L X °d nd t ^* e P °° r fellow fast asleep. . . • 
at seeing me sirh ° ^ ^ Was ver y poorly, and his distress 
"as gieat. When I was better and lying 


a mother’s diary. 


51 


down, he came and kissed me with a fond earnest manner 
and could with d.fflculty be induced to continue his dinner' 
After awhile he resumed it, but repeatedly ran to me to stroke 
my face and kiss me, and then went back for a few mouthfuls 
of food. It was very touching to witness this proof of his 
tender, considerate disposition. 

“ March 2 9 th.—Some weeks ago I fancied he had acquired 
the idea of number. To-day, I feel quite sure. On shewing 
him a new picture book, in which were two old men on 
separate leaves, he looked at one and called him an old man, 
and then also so named the other, and added, ‘two old men.’ 
April 11th. We have to-day tried to enumerate the 

words he can utter, and they amount to about 35 Two 

points of character conspicuous from infancy are a strong 
memory ax\ 6 . great perseverance. It has always been difficult to 
make him forget any subject once started by him, or to divert 

him from pursuing any idea in connection with it He 

never forgets a new idea or word when once learned, though 
it may not have been alluded to again for a considerable 
time. ... It is strange to witness the mixture of ingenuous- 
ness and art in so young a child. He often, when he has 
done wrong, comes and tells us that it was done by ‘baba,’ 
but sometimes, when about to be punished for a fault, he uses 
every artifice to divert us from our purpose by talking of 
something irrelevant, or begging his papa (who was on the 
point of patting him) to be seated, and assisting him to his 

chair and bidding him eat his breakfast Sometimes, 

when forbidden to go to some spot, he has thrown a toy there 
and then run to pick it up, as if compelled thereby to 
disobey 

“ June 9th. — He is getting on so fast in talking that I 
cannot enumerate his new words. 

“July 19th. — He is two years old.” 


